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The Primitive Fathers no Proteſtants, or 
a Vindication of Nabes Teſtuum from 
the Cavils of the Anſwerer. 


FOR almoſt Three yezrs I have been travelling over 
Wes a fairand large Fieid of Controverſie, Diſcourling 
| of ſeveral moſt material Points, with Men of 
Senſe, of Honor and-Judgment. And now at laſt 

I know not what Controverſial Trifler has thruſt himſelf 
into the Company, buſtling and making a noiſe, puf®d 
up with Contempt and Scorn, his, Mouth full of Great 
Volumes, The Code of the Univerſal Church, The Code of 
the Laws of the Church : but ſo empty of every thing, be- 
ſides Self-conceit and Noiſe, that he ſeems to have had the 
- Misfortune of Sir W:iliam Davenrant's Profound Scholar, 
who, when he was Toxnz, broke his Head, with taking 
Great Books from High Shelves, and-knew nothing more of 
them afterwards, beſides their Weight and their Names. 
This ſeems to be the Caſe of our New May, who is ſo ear- 
neſtly taken up with his Great Self and 'his Books, that 
Plains Senſe and Good Reaſoning ſeem to be beneath his 
Conſideration. He has an admirable Knack of making 
the Fathers. ſpeak what Senle he pleaſes; but *tis by the 
Modern Art of the Speakirg Head, not without a Fraud at 
the bottom. Then for raiſing of Shadows, and fiercely 
Combating them ; for blowing up Molehills into Moun- 
| tains, and as artificially levelling them again, he is not to 
be match*d. But above all, for giving the Go-by to any 
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thing of Difficulty, and flily retreating, when. a Prefſi 
Argument is in ſight, he is tlie beſt of the Kind. Such an 
'Adverſary as this 1s tobe my Task at preſent ; UII lightly 
run over every Point he propoſes, tho? i think it more 
than his Cavilling deſerves. 

And here firſt he advances an Accuſation againſt the 
Author of the Paviſt Miſrepreſented and of this Collettion, 
with a great deal of Warmth, Swaggering and D:mi- 
neering, as if he had him already under foot, and with the 
Triumph of a Popiſh Ploz, condemns him without being 
heard. But why {uch Spleen againſt him ? What has he 
done ? As many as have perus*d thoſe Books, know, that 
nothing has ever appear*d abroad of Controverſie, that 
could poſſibly give leſs offence to the Adverſe Party than 
They ; there being nothing of Abuſe or Reproach offerd 
to their Perſons or Church, no Revilings or Jeers, nor any 
thing to diſpleaſe, beſides the Method, the Force of Argu. 
ment and Reaſon, and General Reception they found every 
where. What reaſon then of ſo much Spleen and Malice 
apainſt his Perſoz, who had been thus Inoffenſive in his 
Writings, to all ſorts of Adverſaries ? But Ineed not ex- 
amin far : I remember the Devi/never rag'd more in the 
Child in the Goſpel, than when he was commanded out 
of-him. -Theſe Books are like ſo many Commands of Go 
ont, to the Devils of Schiſmand Error, with which our de- 
tuded Countrymen are pofleſs'd ; and hence ſuch as are in- 
tereſted in the Deluſion, cannot but rage and ſtorm ; and 
what Malice they cannot vent upon the Books, ſhall be cer- 
tainly dilcharg'd upon the 4#thor. But what a poor and 
unmanly ſort of Revenge this 1s, is apparent to every 
Eye : *tis a plain Confefſion at leaſt, of the Weakneſs of 
their Attempt, whilſt they are ſo diſtruſtful of their own 
Anſwers, as not to dare to relie on them for the gaining the 


Cauſe, but they mult firſt win the Reader by undervaluing 


their 
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their Adverfary, and making him Contemptible in a Pre- 
face. This is the Method our New Friend has gone 1n 
his Anſwer to / «bes Teſtium ; and *tis likely he has ſaid 
enough to gain-upon ſuch Readers, as have had only ſuck 
a Portion of Wit, as to underſtand juſt enough to be de- 

1v'd : but with others, I am confident, he has only be- 
tray'd the weakneſs of his own Cauſe, and ſhewn a Good 
Will in ſaying nothing to the Purpoſe. 

-For what {ignifies all the News he brings, that the 
greateſt part of the Teſtimonies in that Collection, are in 
F. Natalis Alexanare's Hiſtory ? Did not I declare very 
plainly inthe Papiſt Miſrepreſented, &c.Ch.z7. that I could 
produce a great number of Teſtimonies of the Primitive 
Fathers, teaching and maintaining thoſe very Points , 
which by Prozeſtants are condemn'd of Novelty ? And did 
not Iagain Chap. 13. inſhewing the Antiquity of Praying 
. for the Dead and the Belief of Purgatory, reter to many 

Ancient Fathers, which I there declar'd were to be ſeen 
at large in the Learned Natali Alexandre? So that the 
wonderful Diſcovery he has made, 1s, that he has found a 
Great Part of the Teſtimonies in that Hiſtory ; in which 
I had before told the World, they were tobe found. Very 
Great and Good ! And Wonderful News | Such Quick 
and Penetrating Wits certainly are not to be met with 
every day. And by what I ſee now, I am almoſt perfua- 
ded, that upon other Six Months conſidering on the Point, 
this Great Man might have gueſsd ſomething of the Mat- 
ter, tho? I had given him no hint at all. For *tis very pro- 
bable,that upon ſuch a peruſal of this Colle#ion of Teſtimo- 
nies, he might have ar laſt conjectur'd, that moſt of the 
fame Teſtimonies might be found in ſuch Authors, as had 
_ formerly Publiſh'd ſuch Colleions, Fhat *cis likely they 
might be ſeen in Baronime, 10 Bellarmine, in Garetins, 10 Ca- 
u:fus, in Perrop, in the Manual of Controverſie ;. and u oy 
UC 
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ſuch a Thought as this, what a Glorious and well-fraught 
Margin might he have ſet out, cloſely lin'd on every fide, 
not only with Natalz, but with all the reſt of theſe Great 
Names, with their Books, Chapters, and Pages. How this 
would have forc'd Admiration from thoſe Grert Contem. 
platiſts, who content themſelves with the Preſpc# of a 
Margin, initead of Reading the Context ! They could not 
have paſs'd him by, without the Complement of, Certatnh 
this Man muſt be a very Pretty Scholar, And then what a 
monſtrous Flagiary had he made of the Compzter, by ſhew- 
ing, that he had ſaid nothing but what had been publiſh'd 
by Fifty Authors before * 
For my part, my only Concern was, tolet our Country: 
men ſee, how favorably the Ancient Fathers ipeak of ſuch 
Points, which they are ſo often told here from the Pulpit, 
are nothing but meer Inventions, Novelty, and Add:tionsto 
the Faith of the Primitive Church ; and knowing that ſuch . 
Teſtimonies had been often produc'd by many and eminent 
Authors, but ſcatter'd in /arge Volumes, and chiefly in Latin 
too ; ſo that they were not to be ſeen, but with difficulty 
and Expence ; I thought it would not be an unſeaſonable 
Work, to reduce them into a little Room, and into ſuch a 
Method, that it might be in the power of every ordinary 
Reader, to make a Judgment of what they had fo often 
heard, but never ſeen any thing. So that here I never 
thought of producing a New Set of Teftimonies, ſuch as had 
been never heard of before ; but judg®d it would be fſuf- 
ficient, to make uſe of their Works, who had before la- 
bor*d in this Province : and that if I gather'd into a Few 
Sheets the Choice of thoſe great numbers of Teſtimonies, 
which are ſpread through Twenty Tomes of F. Natals, 
with the Addition of ſome others, and rendring them into 
Engliſh too, it would not be unworthy of the Name of a 
ColleFion ;. but whether I was to pals. for a Pabliſher or 


Compiler, 
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Compiler, was indifferent tome, And this the Anſwerer 
might have been ſenfible of, if his Conſcience had but gi- 
ver him leave; for whilt I — ſet down the Names 
of the 4nthors, in which all thoſe Teſtimonies of the Appen- 
dix to the Colleion are to be ſeen at large, he might very 
well have conjectur'd, that I could as eafily have done the 
like to the ColleFion, had it been Publiſh'd in a Time, 
wherein the Name of the Aurhoy there us'd, had nor been 
obnoxious to Exceptions with ſome. For to ſpeak plain- 
ly my Mind, I am ſo far from being offended in being 
thought a Compiler, that Tſhould have thought my elfun- 
wike, if 1 had done more than CompiP4d : For what a Wiſe 
Attempt had I made, if Fhad gone about to read over an 
hundred Volumes of the Fathers, which, conſidering my 
Circymſtances, I could not have finiſh'd in Twenty Years, 
forthe doing of that, which was not a Twelve-months 
Work, by conſulting thoſe, who had already taken the 
pains fo ry hand. 
[cannot therefore but thank the Anſwerer for giving this 
notice, and letting the World know, that I had more Con- 
_ fideration, than to take ſo much unneceſſary pains, for the 
' doing that, which had been fo fully done already. Tho? I 
am of opiriion, this is News to none but Unthinking Men, 
fince all Men of Senſe muſt needs judge ſo before. And 
tho? I mention'd no Name of the Author I us'd; for the 
Reaſon above ; yet for fo doing, I had Authority enough, 
lince in the A»ſmerer*s opinion, even F. Alexandre him 
klf was only a Compzler, and yet he never tells one word of 
the Author he uſes in Colle&ing thoſe Teftimonies. *Twas 
enough for my Deſign, that this Father was of Good Repure 
as to theſe Authoritzes, and as to every thing elſe, at the 
time when I made this ColleFion ; and that I had the fatis- 
faction to find him\ ſo, by comparing him with the 
| Works of the Fathers, at leaſt as to ſo great a Part, _ 6. 
| ad 
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had no reaſon to queſtion him as to the reſt. And tho? the 
Anſwerer lo often triumphs, in calling this Szealing ; and 
that it is the Greazeſt that has appear*d upon the Szage in 
theſe Times : It may be lo indeed for all as I know, there 
has not been the like upon the Sage ; but I am ſure there 
has in the Palpzts, and that a worſe too; when, *twas not 
Stealing out of A#rhors and Hiſtories, but out of Narratives, 
and out of the Mouths of Perjur*d Informers. This was the 
molt Uzgrateful and Fatal Stealing of theſe Times, that 
help'd to the effuſion of ſo much innocent Blood. When 
the Reck*ning did not go then, that F, Natali took his Te. 
{timonies «pox Truſt trom ſuch an one, and the- Colley 
took the ſame upon Truſt from him ; but that Oats and Bed. 
love took their Teſtimonies upon Truſt from the Devil, and 
the Pulpits took the ſame npoz Truſt from them. This was 
a Bloody Stealing indecd , and ſuch as, one would think, 
is enough to make the Palpits bluſh with Confuſion to 
the Worlds end, however the Preachers have ſo ſoon 
worn it out of their Foreheads,' and abſol'4 themſelves, 
without ever Recanting one Syllable of the Forg*d Accuſe- 
tions they ſo unjuſtly tix*d upon their Neighbor, Not one 
ſingle Peccavi, not one Mea Culpa, even by word of Mouth 

from the P«lpir, tho' the Wickedneſs they have left Re- 
corded under their Names in Print. Tho' by the by, the 

Colletor even of theſe too, that appear?d the laſt Week, I . 

think has his Failing too, (for ColleFors it ſeems muſt he 

out.) For tho? he has ſet down ſome Names of Authors, 

from whence he made his Col/e#ioz; yet he has omitted 

to point to the Narratives,the Pages and Lines from whence 

theſe Authors borrow d the account : and therefore, if, 

according to our Azſwerer's Method, he had but taken 

Paſſage by Paſſage, and ſet down over againſt it in the Mar- 

gin, Oats's Narrative, Firſt, Second, or Third Edition, ſuch 

_ 4 Folio, ſuch a Line ;, Bedloe's Narrative, ſuch an Edition, 
| Page, 
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Page and Line, Printed in ſuch « Place, Firſt, Second, or 
Third Year of the Plot, &c. This would have made it com- 
plete, beyond the Exceptions even of our'preſenht Noiſy 
Caviller. But I paſsnow to the next Accuſation, (for this 
is the Trade our Adverſaries, from their late Maſters Ex- 
perience are belt skill'd in, and know how to manage to 
the beſt advantage) tho? I firſt here ask the Reader's par- 
don, for entertaining him with ſuch kind of. Controverſie * 
as this : Iam ſenlible how ungratetul it may be to ſome ; 
but our Adverſaries have brought the Matter into this 
Channel ; they cannot Azſwer a Book now, without caſt- 
ing Dert and Infamy upon the Authors : and there is no 
making them underſtand Reaſon, but by treating them in 
their own kind, that ſo they may be. ſatisf'd, as they pick 
Holes in other Men's Coats, that their E/cntcheo 1s not 
without Blots. But what 1s the other Crime, I am calPd 
to account for ? , 

"Tis a much worſe than the Former, as the Anſwerer pre- 
tends. ?Tis for making ule of an Author in-this ColleFion, 
whoſe Books had been condemn'd by the Pope Two years 
before. Bur ſince for this he remits me to my Father Cox- 
feſſor, Vl &en ſee to compound the matter with him as 
well as I can, and without any farther Apology here 
haſten to the Body of the 4»/wer. Tho? by the way I can- 
not but fancy the Az/werer has ſome further drift, in ur- 
ging this Crime againſt me, of Reading Forbidden Books. 
He cannot but know, that hz Book of his, as likewiſe all 
thoſe Controverſies that are writ by his Party, *fall under 
the Cenſure of the Pope's Bulls, and are direCtly Forbidden. 
And being unwilling, 1 preſume, they ſhould be Auſwer'd, 
and their Inſincere and Fraudulent dealing expos'd, he 
would fain perſuade us, that *tis Unlawful to Read them. I 
cannot but {mile at the Contrivance ; Bur this is not like 
to ſerve his turn. I'll let him ſee once more, that 1 read . 

| l _ Forbid- 
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Forbidden Books by Replying to the Petty Cavils of his 
Anſwer : and if he'll turn Informer, and go and tell Father 
Confeſſo#, let him do it once more ; T'll run the hazardof 
his Complaints, and make my Peace as well as I can. And 
now to the Body of the Anſwer. 
And here to ſhew his admirable Talent of T rifl:o, he 
begins his Quarrel (p. 3.) with the Firſt Chapter of Nabes 
| Teftiunm. It ſeems I promis*d in the Preface of that Cok: 
teetzop. to treat in it of the Chief Points of Controverſie. 
And this makes the Gentleman Wozder, how I ſhould 
come to begin it with the Hiſtory of Doxatzs, and in ſhew- 
ing the Nature of Schiſm. For this, ſays he, i ſo far from 
being 4 chief Point, that it is no Point of Comtroverſie at all 
betwixt mw. Who can hear this Profound Difficulty pro- 
pos'd by a Man that has dwelt ſo long amongſt Books, 
without pitying him for his loft time ? Certainly a Man 
without tprning over many Volumes in Folio, and even 
without the help of a Txtor, might diſcover, that to pre- 
mit a Chapter 1n the beginning of a Treatiſe, by way of 
Introduttion, or a Preliminary Queſtion, tho? it do's not fall 
direQtly under the chief deſign of the Book, is no greatmat- 
ter of Wonder, And {ure tho' the Buſineſs of Schiſm be ſup- 
pos'd to be no Point of Controverſie betwixt us, yet it may 
paſs well enough as a proper IntrodutFion to Controverſit ; 
eſpecially too in our Caſe, where if that one Buſineſs of 
Schiſm were truly Stated and Decided, all farther Contro- 
verfies would ſoon be needleſs. But the Anſmerer*s Temper . 
is to be in love with Cavi//ing, and where he do's not find a 
Reaſon for it, he muſt at leaſt pretend one, fo not to loſe the: 
opportunity of ſo grateful an Exerciſe. Tho), 1 belteve, 
there may be ſomething more in it too than this ; For the 
Fathers all with one Voice ſpeak ſo ſeverely of the perni- 
cious and damnable Nature of Schi/m, that it muft needs. 
be an unealte Leflon to a Separate Congregation ZN to 1 
| - hurch 
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Church which being for many Ages a happy Part of the 


Catholic Communion , has of late Years cut it ſelf off 


from the Whole, and by making a Divifon without Au- 
thority or Precedent, has ſet up forit ſelf. To ſuch a Church, 
and to the Members of it, the black Charadter of Schiſm 
muſt needs be an unwelcom Sight, cy as 'tis ſet 
out by the Fathers, And therefore, tho the Anſwerer 
wonders how this Chapter of Schiſm came to have a Place 
in Nubes Teftinm, yet *tis no Wonder at all, why he ſhould 
with ſo much earneſtneſs betray his Deſires of having it 
omitted as Improper, and, upon that Pretext, wave the 
Conſideration of thoſe Teſtimonies of the Fathers alledg'd 
upon-that Subject. This is no Wozder,I fay,at all : For how- 
ever he's ſo confidently Poſitive, that this 1s no Point of 
Controverlie at all, yet as far as I perceive by the An- 
{werer, there is not likely to be ſo total an Agreement be- 
twixt us in relation to this Point of Schiſmr, as he fancies : 
For whilſt he pretends (p. 6.) that the Breaking the Unity 
of the Catholic Church, is not Schiſm, unleſs when it is done 
Cauſeleſly, and upon a grounaleſs Pretence : and that other - 
wile *tis Commendable and Neceſſary ; In this he makes 
it a Chief Point of Controverſie, whilft he differs both from 
Us and the Fathers cited in Nubes Tetium, who poſitively 
deny,that there can be any J«f# Cauſe upn any ſcore what- 
ſoever, for breaking the Unity of the Catholic Church : and 


conſequently, that whenſcever *tis done, 'tis done Cayſe- 


_ tf; fince there can be no Juff Cauſe for the doing it. 
They are almoft S. 5. apc own words : There's nothing 
fo Heinows (ſays he) as the Sacritege of Schiſm : becauſe there 
# no Juſt Neceſſity for Breaking Unity, Lib. 2.c. Ep. Pars. 
5.11, And St. Irexex laid it long before : For whatſs- 
ever Evil, They who Separate, fays he, deſign to reareſs, "tis 
much leſs than the deſtru#irve Evil of Schiſm, Lib. 4. adv. 
Heref. cap. 62. And here now let the Reader judge, who: 
B 2 tacr 
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ther there be nota Diſpute between us. as to this Point ; 
whether I was out for inſerting this amongſt the Contro. 
verlies that are between us ; or He out 1n Cavilling with 
me for 1o doing. 
The next Debate 1s concerning what the Fathers ſay of 
the Pope's Supremacy : which the Aniwerer pretends, is 
nothing to the Purpoſe. And if his Word 1s to be taken, 
then indeed, I think it 1s not much. St. Irenems is quoted 
by me for aſſerting, That the Tradition of the Church of 
Rome, and the Faith it has rectiv'd from the Apoſtles and cov 
vey 'd down to us, by the Succeſſion of Biſhops, is enough to con- 
found all ſuch, ho through Szlf-love, Blindneſs, Malice, or 
any ether account, do unduely aſſemble : For "tus neceſſary, ſays 
he, that every Church ſhould have recourſe to this, by reaſon of 
its more POWERFUL PRINCIPALITY, 
This the Anſwerer ſays i of zo uſe, (p. 22.) and indeed if 
he means to his own Separated Church tis very little, unlels 
it be tocondemn it. The Father ſays, that the Tradition, 
Faith, and Succeſſion of the Biſhops of the Church of Rome, 
are exough to confound all others, who Separate from it, This 
is of no uſe, cries the Anſwerer. He ſays farther, that *tic 
neceſſary all other Churches ſhould recur toThis, This too is of 
no uſe, And as for its more Powerful Principality, which the 
ſame Father aſſerts, and aſſigns for the Reaſon of all ; yer 
this it ſeems do's not relate to the Church, but to. the Civil 
State of Rome, A4zd thy, fays the Anſwerer, they have been 
told often enough, Good, and Great ! We have been told 
ſo; but when was it once prov'd ? Are you grown 1 
fatib!: now, that we muſt take your Word for*t ? But this 
is his Anſwering of the Father. When a Father ſpeaks a 
little croſs to his mind, the Azſwerer throws him by as of 
20 «ſe, and {o the Work is done for that Father, and be 
muſt e'en make room for the next. 


The 
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'The next-Teſtimony on this ſame SubjeQ, is of Opratus 
Milevitenns, who calls the Biſhop of Rome the Firſt Biſhop : 
Afﬀerts that See to haye becnereQed'by Peter, whom he 
calls the Head of all the Apoſtles ; ? That *twas appointed for 
the maiataining a Unity amongſt all other Churches ; That 
none ſhould ſer upany other Epiſcopal Chair in Oppoſirtor 
tothis ; That he would\be a $:hiſmatic and Sinxer, who 
ſhould ereCt another See to contend with this, Then having 
reckond up all the Byſbops of Rowe, beginning with S. Pe- 
er, to his time, he ſays, that all the World was in Com- 
munion with the then preſent Pope, with whom they a- 
greed, as Oe Boay. And laſtly he tells his Adverſaries, 
that full of Preſumptions and Lies, they had ſet themſelves in 
Defiance with that Chair, and made a Schiſnz, All this again, 
with the Reverend Anſwerer, of zo uſe. ?Tis Obſcure, he 
fays ;z»and becaule there's no Prozeſtaxcy to be found in it 
tus Falſe and Grouxaleſs, (p. 23.) In this manner he 
treats the Fathers that are not for his turn, and this he calis 
Anſwering, And becaule the Father ſpeaks fo much down- 
right Popery,: he cannot paſs him by without caſting Dirt 
upon him (for that is the Anſwerer's laſt Refuge) and tells 
his Reader, that Optatis Milewvitanms, that wrote thus, had 
very little conſider” d the Scriptures and Fathers before him. 
And then confidently backs this unworthy Calumsy with 
as notorious a Frazd ; pretending that the Farther in this 
Teſtimony maintains, That the Chair of Rome was ſuch, that 
the reſt of the Apoſtles might not have Catheara's (or Epiſco- 
pal Chairs) for t2emſelves, Which St. Optats no-where 
afſerts, but only, Thar the Reſt of the Apoſtles ſhould not 
let up Other Epiſcopal Chairs in Oppoſition to this of Rome, 
orto GONTEND mwithit. For he that calls the Pope 
of Rome in the ſame Teſtimony, Fellow. Biſhop, (as the An- 
{werer tranſlates ir) do's not certainly exclude all others 
trom being Biſhops, but only condemns thoſe of Sacrilege, 
who. 


(14) 
who did Separate themſelves from Communion: of the 
Chair of Perey, and were at, Dehance with it. - This is his 
way of handling the Fathers, whilſt they don't ſpeak a 
the Anſwerer would have them, they loſe all Reſpect with 
him, and they are put upon the ſame File with the Repre. 
ſenter ; They are either Compilers, take things upon Truſt; 
or have little conſider'd the Scriptures and Fathers before 


then. 


In the like manner he treats S.Jerom, (p.33.) For whilſt 
this Father ſhews the Great 4A mthority of St. Peter ; The 
Anſwerer cries out, By your leave 8. Jerom, T don't think 
ſo. And afterwards the ſame Father aſſerting, that S, Peter 
was appointed H E 4 D amongſt the Apoſtles, ſo to take 
away all occaſion of Schiſm ; In comes the Anſwerer with 
an 7 cannot believe it, tho? S. Jerom affirms ir, Thus our 
young conceited Whiffler undervalues the Fathers and 
Doffors of the Church. And this is his Anſwering of N4. 
bes Teſtium, Had not he as good have fav'd all this labor of 
a dozen Sheets, and even in Oze Line have given a full An- 
{wer to the whole, by ſeornfully ſaying with his R/ 


Bos 
leader Luther, I value not 4 thouſand Fathers: if they ſay 7, 


T {ay otherwiſe, This would have agreed with our Adver- 
fary's Temper, who by his manner, ſeems to have a good 
Opinion enough of himſelf, for this and more. 

[n this manner he ſhifts offall thoſe many Teſtimonies, 
that are alledg'd in behalf of the Pope's Supremacy, in Nw 
bes Teftinm, and then boaits that they are dire@ contrary 
to what they are there brought to prove.” Tis an admirable 
one what he ſays of the Paſſage of Pope Vitor (p. 25.) Ex- 
communicating the 4fietic Biſhops, and no body at that 
time queſtioning his Authority for ſo doing. This is quo- 
tedin Nubes Teftivw, p. 25, out of Exſebizs, And then 
comes the Anſwerer; *Tz true, fays he, that Power in the 
Biſhop of Rome of Excommunicating the Eaſtern Biſhops, was 


not 


(15) 
not queſtion'd, neither could it be ; fixce every Biſhop, lays 
he, in the Catholic Churth, and therefore be at Rome among 
the reſt, might deny to Communicate with m4 other Biſhop or 
Charch, againſt which they thought they ha [aps reaſon 
far ſuch « Suſpeuſion of Communion. Thus lillily impoſing 
upon his Reader, as if Denying to Communicate with any other 

pp or Charch, wete the ſame thing, as to Excommnunicate 
them, ot as Enſebins has it, to Cut them off from the Body of 
the Untverſal Charch. Sinceevery body knows, that to Ex- 
communicate others, there is requir'd an Authority or Fu- 
riſa;tion over them ; whilſt refuſing Communion may be. 
done without any ſuch Power. 

Such kind of Turns as theſe he gives to the reft of thoſe 
moſt clear and Preſſing Teſtimonies of the Fathers there 
cited ; which are too many, and too impertinent to deſerve 
a particular account. All that T ſhall obſerve upon this. 
Point, is, That whereas all thoſe Texts, with many others, 
relating to the ancient Biſhops of Rowe in the time of the 
Primitive Church, particularly of Yi&or, Fulins, Innocent, 
Celeſtize, &C. are underſtood in the very ſame Senſe as 
| there ſet them down, by the moſt Eminent and Learned 
Proteftants both French, German, and Enpliſh, who with 
one conſent do in FaQ acknowledge, that thoſe Prelares 
of the 4poſtolic Chair did Exerciſe a like' Authority with 
thar which is attributed to the Pope, by the Council of 
Florence, and condemnthem upon this Kore, yet our young, 
Gradnat, without any Reſpect to the Learning of theſe 
Pillers and great Promoters of the Reformzrion, contra- 


difts them all, and makes no more ofthem, than he do's of 


the Repreſenter : For if they dont underſtand things ac» 
cording to his Meaſures, T hey are miſtakes. Since there- 
fore inall the Teſtimonies relating to thoſe Prelares, I ſay 
1 more than what the Greateſt Proteftants have confel- 
ledly own'd-over arid over; Pll&en leave our young Con- 


trovertilt 
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( 16 ) 
trovertift to conteſt with them. It may be' betore he has 
done there, his Creſt may be ſomething fall'n,' For my 
part, Iam quite tir'd with his petty Shuſflings, and there: 
tore will come to his next Chapter of Tradtios. 

And here heintends to give me but little trouble, being 
in {o good a Humor, (p. 37 } as even to queſtion, whether 
there be any Controverlie at all in this Point, between the 
two Churches. And therefore as he had before told his 
Reader, (p. 8.) T hat he could grant the Biſhop of Rome to he 
the Succeſſor of S. Peter, and that That Ste is the Cent: r of the 
Catholic Communion, when poſſeſs*d by ax Orthodox Biſhop, $0 
here he frankly declares, 1hat the Tradition of the Catholic 
Church t to be receiv/d ; That by Tradition they receiv?d the 
Holy Scriptures, and-by 1radition kuow how to ſeparate the 
Scriptures from Apocryphal Writings, And that *tis the Do. 
Qtrin of his Church, That there i no neceſſity of Expreſs 
Scripture, for the Conſtitutions awd Pradlices ſhe enjoyns, far 
the more Regular and Decent Service of God.. And conſe- 
quently, that all that is produc'd in Nubes Teft;nm, concern- 
ing this Point of Traditzon, 1s not againſt, but conform to 
the Doctrin of the Church of Ezg/aza, This is more than 
every DoQor in his Church will grant ; but we'll never 
quarrel with him for his good Nature : I am glad tohear 
tat both Churches are agreed, as to all the Fathers there 
cited, ſay upon this Subject : That the Axſwerer and his 


Church, approve the making Anniverſary Oblations for the 


Dead. The Signing their Foreheads with the Sign of the Croſs 
at every going out and coming in, at ſuting to T able, at light- 
ing of Candles, at going ts Bed, &c, The Bleſſing the Water of 


Baptiſm, and the Ol; the Exorciſing, and Breathing on In- 


fants that are to be Baptis'd, &c. All which the Fathers lay 
are Univerlally receiv'd and taught by the Catholic Pa- 


{tors all over the Church. If the Aa{werer and'his Church 


approve of all this, without any. Authority of Scripture, 
1 am 


( 17) 
lam content ; tho? 1 think there will till, notwithſtand- 
ingall this, remain ſome Debate behind. For tho? he al- 
lows Tradition {ufficient for the Diſcipline and Pratfice of 
the Church, yet not for any Point of Do&riz, and pretends 
the Fathers go no farther : I think he's ſomething out 
here; for the Fathers evidently confeſs, that even in 
Matters of Belief, the Tradition of the Catholic Church is 
the beſt Demonſtration. As Origen, who as to the Farh 
- concerning Chriſt,ſays, that Thar & to be embrac'd, which by 
4 Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, is preſera/d in the Church by Ec- 
clefiaſtical Tradition. Nub. Teſt, p. 51. And again, We 
are not to forſake, ſays he, Eccleſiaſtical Tradition, nor Believe 
otherwiſe, than as the Churches of God have Suceeſſtvely deli. 
ver'd down to ws. Ibid, Tertuiias repeats the ſame. And 
however the Anſwerer ſhifts theſe off with ſaying, they 
relate only to Eccleſiaſtical Rites ; the contrary 1s very evi- 
dent, whilſt they write againſt Heretics and Myibelievers, 
and aſſert, that the Rule of their Faith ought to be, not 
their own Interpretations of Scripture, but the Tradition o 
the Churches of God. St. Baſpl likewiſe ſpeaks of Myſteries 
and Ancient Dottrins to be receiv'd by Tradition. And ſo 
again Epiphanizs ſays , the Do@rins they have receiv'd 
from God, are partly i» Writing, and partly without Wri- 
ting, And Vincentins Lirinenſis declares, that Men ought 
not to lead Religion their own way, but take all ſuch 
things for Matters of Faith, as have been receiv?d as ſuch 
from their Predeceſſors. 
In all theſe Places the Fathers ſpeak expreſly of Matters 
of DoFrin and Fiirh to be receiv'd as deliver'd down b 
Tradition, So that the DiſtinQion of Matters of Diſc:- 
pline and Points of Fazth, 1n relation to Tradition, is only an 
Invention of the Anſwerer, but no-where to be found in 
ahe Fathers, who own T7 rad:ition to be ſufficient and even 
neceſſiry for Both. St. Gregory Nyſſen's words are plain 
| C enough, 
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enough, who makes this Declaration againſt the Hereejg 
of his time ; Ler it be known, that "iis a ſufficient Prof 
our Doitrin, that we have receiv)'d it by 1radition from our 
Anceſtors. The Anſwerer expounds this indeed (p. 4r,) 
not to mean any Point of Faith, but only the Interprere. 
tiouof it, wherein he allows the Tradition of Antiquity to 
be highly Uſeful and Neceſſary, This 1s another Shift of his; 
but however, this will go a great way ; for if he'll allow 
Tradition tobe highly Vjeful, and even Neceſſary in the Inter. 
pretation of Points of Faith, we'll thank him. for this : for 
by it I believe the greateſt part of our Differences are 
likely to come to an iſſue ; whilſt this is a great part of 
what we claim, but is deny*d us by our Adverſaries. 


In the next Chapter of Nubes Te/tium, which declares it | 


tohave been a Doarin ofthe Primitive Church, to believe 
an Honor to be due to the Saints in Heaven 5 and that "tis 
profitable ta obſerve Days with Solemnity in memory of them, 
the Anſwerer is again very favourable, owning (p. 43.) 
the Teſtimonies there produc'd to have been needleſs, ſince 
he's willing to grant thewhole, as a matter out ofdiſpure, 
and as the Practice of the Firſ# Ages of the Church : He's 
expreſsas to the Honoring Saints, in obſeruing Days in Ho- 
zor of them, (p. 43.) and, I ſuppole, in the manner there de 
clar'd by the Fathers, viz. In the whole Country round about, 
going to Viſet the Church of the Saint, whoſe Day is obſerv/din 
Hunor and Memory of him, as St. Baſil there ſays. To «f- 


ſemble together in Honor of the Saints, as St. Chryſoſtow. To 


adore the holy Martyrs, not with Divine Worſhip, bat that of 
Aﬀettion and Honor, as St. Cyrit Alex. To haſten to Church, 
there to howor the Martyrs, who by the effuſion of their Blood, 
have prepar'd Salvation for us, and offer'd themſelves to Gol, # 
Propitietory Hoſt, for the Kemiſſion of Sins, as St. Ambroſe. 
To Celebrate the Memory of the Martyrs, with a Religious 
Solknnity, {o to be partakers of their Merits and Prayers as 
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& Auguſtin. All this the Anſwerer ſeems to own, as 
che DocQtrin and Prattice of the Primitive Church, whilſt 
he makes no Exception againſt any of the Teſtimonies en- 
forcing this Pozzt ; but ſays, I needed not to have brought 
theſe Paſſages. And theſe Conceſſions of his I cannot paſs 
by without Thanks ;*tis more than what ſome former Ad- 
verfaries of mine would have yielded to. I rememberone, 
in his Reply to my RefleFions, ſets up an Infallible Diſtintttie 
on, as he calls it, of Civil and Religions Worſhip (p. 66.) 
where he ſays, That all Civil Reſpetts are confin'd to this 
World ; and that we have no Intercourſe with the other World a 
or the Inviſible Inhabitants of it, but what s Religions, This 
Gentleman would have given our preſent Anſwerer, if he 
had been Pupil under him, better Advice, than to have ſo 
freely grante@Þall this : *Tis likely te would have direQed 
him to have given the Fathers upon thi Point, a like Turn 
with all the reſt, to have pretended them Obſcare, or of 
#0 Uſe, or to have begg'd their leave, tor that he could nor 
beliexe thems. T his might have paſs'd well enough ; but to 
allow the Satirts to be Honor d as the Fathers there declare ; 
to be Honor'd by aſſembling together in their Honor, with $0- 
lems Feſtivals, and the Obſervation of Days, 1s likely to be 
made a Religious Honor, ſince *tis paid to the Inwiſible Inha- 
bitants of the next World : and the next Step is, that the 
' Anſwerer and Fathers are as guilty of ConſtrutFive Ias 
a5 the Papiſts, Bur however, ſince the Anſwerer joyns wit 
us 1a this Poigt, we mult not reproach him with 1t, but 
look forward to the next. | 

And in this, being of the I:-vocation of Saints, he appears 
with ſome Diſconfidence of his Cauſe, /p. 43.) And there- 
tore tho? he pretended in the Title Page, that Azriquiry 
for the firſt Five hundred years, did not favor this, or any 
DoRrin of the Church of Rome : here he has con- 
lider'd. better on*t, and therefore cutting off Two of the 
C 2 Five 


oy" HE 3 


E&tice of the Firſt Three Centuries, So that here he is wil. 


( 20 ) 
Five, he ſays, we cannot ſhew this to have been the Pra. 


ling to give us the Fourth and Fifth Ages, as PraQtifing 

the Invocation of Saints, This 1s no ſmall Favor again, 

eſpecially from a Man, who has the Knack of making the 

Fathers {peak what Senſe he pleaſes: And I believe *isa 

Conceſſion that may have an Influence upon ſome Perſons, 

who have ſo ofteu tound it afſerted by Proteſtant Anthors, 

that the Purity of Religion was preſerv'd without Spot or 

Corruption, for the Firſt Four or Five huzdred Tears ; That 

Biſhop Jewe/ claims all the Fathers for the ſpace of Six hun- 

dred Tears, And if this be True,then *tis eafie to Infer, That 
if this Dottrin of the Invocation of Saints was prattigd, 
as the Anſwerer grants, in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries, 
rhat tis according to the Purity of the 4»#ent Faith, and 
ſuch as Protef ants are oblig*d toembrace. And this they'll 
be farther convinc'd of, when they refle&, what Fathers 
are own'd Abettors of it, viz. S. Baſil, S. Ambroſe, S. Chry- 
ſoftom, S. Hierom, S. Auguſtin, Theodoret, &c. who all liv'd 
in the time wherein this is own'd to have been praQtiss, 
and were ſo far from reproving it, as contrary to Scripture, 
and an 'Innovation, that they even did it themſelves, and 
exhorted others todo the like ; and that even Oze of the 
Four Firſt General Councils was held within the ſame 
time, without ever Cenfuring it as an Error, tho' even 
before that, this PraQticeis own'd to have taken root in 
many Places. The Silence of ſuch an Aſſembly, joyn'd with 
the Authority of the now mention'd Fathers, ſome of which 
were Members even in Three of the Firſt Four General 
Councils, and the Conceſſions of Proteſtants, owning thoſe 
Times to have been Pare, may, *tis likely, prevail more 
for the eſtabliſhing this DoQtrin, than all the petty Cavils 
of our Modern S:parate Doftors can do to undervyalue it. 
And may not hence farther be drawnan Argument of ſome 


force 
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force to prove, that the ſame was the DoQtrin of the fore- 
-0ing Ages ? For ſince 'cis certain the Fathers now menti- 
on'd had 2 greater advantage of knowing what was tauzht 
and praCtis'd in thoſe Ages immediately foregoing, than 
any who live now, coming behind at ſo great a Diſtance: 
fince 'tis as certain too, that thoſe ſame Fathers were as 
Eminent for Vertue and Learning, and as jealous of . the 
Parity of the Goſpel , of admitting! or praftifing Innov4- 
tions, as any Reformer of thele latter Times : May not 
hence, I ſay, be drawn an Argument of force, to convince, 
that what 4 hoſe Fathers then taught and praQis'd; was no 
Innovation ; but that moſt certainly Thoſe are the Inz0- 
vators, who under the' pretext of Reforming, depart from 
them, who arethe beſt Witneſles of the Primitive Faith, 
and whoſe Piety axd great Abilities ſet them above the Con- 
tempt or Reproach of any, but Infidels and Apoſtates. 
- But the Axſwerer has one Shift lefr here : He ſays, 
(p. 44.) that tho? theſe Fathers us'd Interpellations and Re- 
queſts to the Saints departed, yet theſe are very different 
irom the preſent Practice of the Church of Roxe, which 
has turn*d thoſe Requeſts into Formal Prayers and Services, 
and inſerted them into her moſt So/emmn Devotions and Li- 
tanies, Here the Reader is put off with a pretty Diſtin- 
Qion betwixt uſing Requeſts and Prayers to Saints, as if to 
offer a Requeſt and a Prayer to a Saint were nt all one. 
'Tis ſo near being the ſame, I believe, with moſt Men, that 
they'll ſcarce ſee ſo much reaſon for condemning rhe 
Church of Rome, of departing from the Fathers, for chan- 
ging Requeſts into Prayers, as all Reform'd Churches, for 
turning even Requeſts out of doors as Tale and Superſti- 
tions : For ſince the Fathers offer*'d Requeſts to Saints, how 
do's the Church of England juſtifie her ſelf in laying them 
by, whilſt at the ſame time'ſhe pretends to follow the Fa- 
thers, But as'forithe Innovation laid to the. Church of 
| Rome, 


( 22 ) 
Rome, for my part, I can ſee nothing now commanded 
by this Church in this kind, bur what was perforn'd ax 
ſolemaly, and as expreſly approv*dby thoſe Fathers. What 
more Formal Prayer, then that of Sr. Gregory Nyſſen to 
St. Theodore Martyr ? Intercede and Pray for our Country, be. 
fore the Lord of the Univerſe. ——Thon knoweſt our Deſires, 
our Wants.—— Ak for Peace. What more Solemn than 
that Exhortation of St. John Chryſoſtomto his Flock ? Let 
z45 viſit them (the Martyrs) zot only on this Day of their Fe. 
ſtival, but alſo on other Days ; Let us Pray to them, and hear. 
tily beſeech them to be our Patroxeſſes : And then he gives 
the reaſon ; Becauſe their Intereſt is great, not only whilſt a. 
live,but dead alſo ; nay, much greater ſince their Death. What 
more expreſs order than that of St. Ambroſe ? The Angels 
are to be Pray'd to, who are appointed for our Defence : The 
Martyrs are tobe Pray'd to, whoſe Patronage we juſtly claim,-- 
They can Pray for the Remiſſion of our Sins———Ltt us not be 
aſham' d to call them in as Advocates for:onur Failings. And 
St. Auguſtin : *Its an Injury to Pray for a Martyr, to wheſe 
Prayers we ought to recommend our ſelves, Is not here ex 
preſs Praying to Saizts departed ? Is not here a Solems 
Performance of it, even in their Public Aſſemblies , which 
likewiſe Theodorez confirms more at large ? Is not herea 
Poſitive Inſtrutionfor the Doing it ? Obſecrand; ſunt Angeli, 
Obſecrands ſunt Martyres; cujus nos Debemus Orationibus 
commendari, So that there needs no more than a bare 
reading of the Fathers, to diſcover all the Pretences of the 
Anſwerer, to be nothing better than a piece of Controver- 
fial Legerdemain. And this may be ſcen farther in his 
next SeCtion, where he pretends to Anſwer the Chapter 
concerning Relzcs, 
In this again he retires within the Three Firft Centuries, 
(p. 48.) But for the Fos7:h and Fifth, he dares not put the 
Cauſeupon. their Verdi& ; expreſly owniog, that in the 


Fourth 


(23 ) 
Fourth Century this Superſtition of paying Veneration to Ho- 
ly Relics took root 1n writer Ly for ein his Com- 
mendation of theChurch of England is,that ſhe is more care- 
ful to imitate what ſhe finds Vrittew and Praftind in the Serie 
otures themſelves, than to imitate what the Fourth Age of the 
Church began to Pradtiſe, — wherein Plenty and Proſperity let 
looſe the: Reins to ſome Peoplrs Fancies, and made that a part of 
Religion, which was never any before, Now to underſtand 
throughly this Commendation of the Church of Ezglard, 
we are to look what kind of ſtrange Fathers thoſe were, 
that liv'd in this Fourth Cextury, which She dares not fol- 
low ; and at firſt fight, Whoare they burS. Baſt, S: Gregory 
Nyſſen, S.Gregory Nazianzen, S.Chryſeſtom, S. Ambrofe,S.Je- 
rom,S, Auguſtin, T heodoret ,&c, Theſe are they,who in the 
Church of Englaxds Eye are fo contemptible, that She dares 
not imitate them 3. no, Plenty' and Proſperity let loofe the 
Reins 10 theſe Peoples Fancies, and they made that a part of 
Religion , which was never any before, Strange Commen- 
dation of a Charch, which pretends to follow the Fathers 7 
[thought hitherto that our chief Controverſie had been, 
Whether of the two Churches was guilty of Novelty; and 
that we were tobe try'd by the Writings of the Primitive 
Fathers : To this Trial the Church of England has pretended 
bitherto toſtand, and the A»ſwerer {p. 2.) was content to 
Pynilſue with us, and refer to this. And now alt on a ſud- 
den, the moſt Eminent and Learned of the Fathers, the moſt 
Celebrated Lights of the Primitive Church, are thrown+ by ; 
Ambroſe, 'Chryſoſtom, Jerom, Auguſtin. &e. 'are excepted 
2paltnſt, their Writizesare nothing but ſome Peoples Fan- 
«5; and they dot deliver what Conſcience, Pzety, and 
Ltarnirg ſuggeſted to them. bu only the Extravagances of 
,1 Looſe Judgment, vitiated and debauch'd by Plenty awd 
Proſperity, Welk- were it not the diſappointing the Reader, 
[would fpend no more Ink upon a Man,taving none Black 
? | enough 
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( 24 ) 
enough for him, that has-no. more Forehead, than thus mo 
inſolently to trample upon the Fathers j butT leave hin 
ro the CharaQer of Dr. 5ti4:ng fleet, who has mark*d on 
ail thoſe, who Coxtemn or Reproach the Fathers, either for 


 Tnſidels or Apoſtates ; and here let him take his choice. 


For our parts, -we profeſs'a Veneration for thoſe Hh 
Fathers. And as we Honor them for their Learning and 


Piety, {o we deſire to follow their Faith and Pradtice : Ang 


*tisno light Argument of the Truth of our Cauſe, to ſe 
our Adverſaries caſting Theſe by with reproach, for main: 
taining thole very Dot#rins and Prattices, for which they 
condemn us at this day, fo with the ſame Hand Reforming 
both Us and the Fathers too. This ſevere Refle&ion v 
on the pretended Reformation , 1 perceive the Anſwerer 
was ſomething ſenſible of, when (p. 50.) he ſeems willing 
to ſtrike in again with theſe Holy Fathers, granting that 
what They did in keeping the Relics of Saints with Reſpelt 
and Veneration, and believing that God wrought Miracles by 
them, was nothing but what They might do, and They 
mizht do it too, ſays he : Nay farther, he makes this Declz 
ration ; 1 do not ſee, ſays he that we conld have broken Com 
munion with them upon. ſuch an account. Ts not- this a rare 
Game of Faſt and Loofe with the Holy Fathers of this Fourth 
Age ; one while Cenſuring them of Superſtitions Innovati- 
ons, of ſearching for. Relzcs, of believing Miracles to be 
wrought by them ; and then again Approving all they 
did,, and Cenſuring the. Cenſure ?. But what Remedy, 
when the Cauſe cannot be:'manag'd otherwiſe 2? 

But however he can find in his heart to allow of what 
the Fatheys did inthis kind ; yet the Papiſts are certainly 
to be brought in Gai/zy : For they have out-gone, as he 


ſays, even the. PraCtices of the Fourth Century ; not- being 


contented to pay an Honor and Yereration to Holy Relics, 
as the Fathers of that Age did, but even Worſhipping them 

| | £00, 
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too, and that with a Religiow Worſhip. This is their 
Crime, and a part of that Pretext upon which they ground 
their Separation : But whois there that do's not preſently 
diſcover, that this is only a Reformd Fuggle ? When the 

| Cauſe will not hold, then their Buſineſs is roquarrel about 
Words, The Fathers paid an Honor and Veneration to Re- 
lis, and they might do it ; but the Papiſts Worſhip them. 
A poor, pitiful Cant, to deceive the Silly. Let the Anſwe- 
re ſpeak plain ; Are the Papifts taught to do any more 
than what the Fathers did ?. All he proves upon the Pa- 
rs, and for which he condemns them, is uſing theſe Atts 
of Proftrations, Kiſſings, Proceſſions, Reſorts 10 Holy Relics, 
for Cures and Aſſiſtance in Diſtreſſes ; and for this Reaſon 
they Worſhip them, they pay a Religious Worſhip to them. 
| Andpray, if the Anſwerer has read Nubes Teftinm, let him 
| tellme, whether this be not the very thing that the Farhers 
| ofthe Fourth Ape there Cited, taught and praQtis'd 3 who 
| yet, as he ſays, did nothing but whar T hey might do ? Do's 
| not St. Gregory Nyſſen declare the Praftice of the Faithful, 
{ ineſteeming it an Happineſs to Toxch the Bones of the Mar- 
 tyrs, in Kiſſing their acad Bodies, laying them to their Eyes, 

| their Mouths, their Fars, and to all their Senſes ; and then 
| Praying to the Martyrs to make Interceſſion for them, as if 
| alive and Preſent, Do not St, Gregory Naztanzen, S, Chry- 
| ſoſtom, St. Jerom, St. Auguſtin, Theodoret, give a large ac- 
| Count of the Proceſſions that were made 1n Transferring 
' Holy Relics and Martyrs Bodies from Rome to Antioch ; 
| Irom Paleſtine to Thrace , to Conſtantinople, to Chalcedon ; 
| The Biſhops carrying them on their Shoulders richly a- 
dorn'd, through the Crowds of People, Singing forth the 
Praiſes of the Trinmphant Martyrs, and their Redeemer ? 
Dow't they confeſs the Martyrs Bodies to San#ifie, not only 
the Places where they lie, but likewiſe thoſe that come to 
vilit them, by reaſon of a Bleſizg attending their —_ ? 
D That 


( 26 ) 


That their Boares do not lie each in their own Monument, | 
but are.divided among ſeveral Cities and Villages, and are 
Honor'd as their Phyſicians, Protectors and Guaras, 'That 
many are diſpoſleſs'd of Devils, by only zoxcbing their 
Garments. And many curd of D#ſeaſes, not only by their 
Relics, but even by Handkerchiefs and other Linnen, which 
have but touch'd thoſe Sacred Remains ? This ts. what 
thoſe Eminent Fathers of the Church deliver, as the Dg. 
Arin and PraQtice of the Fourth 4ge : And is not this the 
very ſame that Catholics do at this day ? Are not here 
thoſe very AiFons and Pradtices, for which the Church of 
Rome is condemn'd ? So that the Axfwerer in pretending 
that thoſe Fathers Hoxor'd Holy Relics, but that the Papiſs 
Worſhip them, is but one of his Shifzs, to-impole upon the 
Unwary ; but altogether groundleſs and unreaſonable, 
whilſt what the Fazhers did, and the Papiſts do, is nothing 
but the ſame 3 which is not a MWorſhipping and Adoring the 
Relics of Martyrs, (as St. Jerom- lays) but an Honoring the 
Relics of Martyrs, ſo to Azore him. whoſe Martyrs they are; 
And how far the Church of Exelazd is juſtifiable in break 
i172 Communianupon this account, I leave to the Reader, 
who may here. plainly diſcover , that under pretext of 
Reforming, She has not onely Separated from the Churchof 
Rome, but departed likewiſe from the' Primitive Fathers, 
as.the Anſwerer himſelf plainly owns, whilit he confelfes, 
that She dares not follow what the Church of Chr:ft pra- 

Qtis'd, when She was near Four hundred years old, (p. 51.) 
The Cd4nſwerer in his next Chapter (p.. 5,1.) treats df 
Praying for the Dead, And here again he moſt liberally 
grants, That the Fathers of the Primitive Church prattis' 
Praying for the Dead, and own'd ſuch Prayers to be advantagt 
018 to the Souls parted, And that this is no, Point of Contr 
verſie betwixt us, but a Truth which no one denies, I. And 
farther adds, (p. 53.) That the Fathers.in the Firſt Age a'd 
| O64441085 
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(27 } 
Oblations and Prayers for the Dead, nay and this alſo for 
Pardon of Sins. All this he grants with a great freedom» 
repeating It over agarn, that in proving this, we only 
prove that, which xo body dexies., I will notftay here en- 
quiring, how ghe Anſwerer and his Charch, who in the very 
Leaf before was ſo precile,as not to follow a Practice touch- 
ing Relics, becauſe She finds no Command about it in the 
Holy Scriptares, comes now fo freely to allow of a Pra- 
Rice, which 1s not ſo much as mention'd throughout their 
whole Bible, no more than the former * Or why, confeſ- 
ſing this to have been a Practice of the Firff Ages, which 
Shepreteads to follow ; She do's not periorm it Her {elf ? 
But I proceed to reply to this Chapter, wherein he pre- 
tends, that this Praftice of Praying for the Dead advances 
nothing towards the proving a Purgatory ; ſince thoſe 
Souls the Fathers Pray'd for, were believ'd to be in a State 
of Light, of Joy and Comfort, without any word, as heſays, 
of ; tbe them from Pains and Torments, (p,53.) 

And in order to this I deſire the Reader to obſerve, that 
the ſuppoſing thoſe Souls, for which the Fathers Pray'd, to 
bein a State of Joy and Comfort, do's moſt nearly agree 
with the preſent Pra#ice and Dottriz of the Church of 
Rome, which at the ſame time that She Prays for the Re- 


lef of the Souls departed, do's likewiſe mention ſomething 


of their enjoying a Peace and Qxzet., Thus it is in the 
Canon of the Meſs, where the Prieſt commemorating the 
Souls departed, ſays thus ; Memento, Domine, Famulorum, 
Famularumque tuarum, qui nos preceſſerunt cum Sizno Fides 


O 
& dormiunt in ſomno Pacis ; Remember, O Lord, thy Ser- 


. vants, who are gone before us with the Sign of Faith, and 


Reft in the Sleep of Peace. And then immediately after 
adds, Ipſis Domine, & omnibus in Chriſto quieſcentibus, locum 
Refrigerii, Lucis & Pacis, ut indulgeas deprecamur ; We be. 


| feech thee, O Lord, togrant to theſe, and all that Reſt in Chriſt, 
oO 


FF a Place 
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# Place of Comfort, of Light and Peace, Where'tis eviden, 
{he ſuppoſes thoſe Souls, for which ſhe offers Prayers ang 
ſues for Mercy, to be at reſt in the Shkep of Peace, and at ye 
in Chriſt, And this is very agreeable with the State gf 
Pargatory, where there 1s a kind of Reſt and &riet ; where 
the Interior Powers of the Souls are well order'd and com. 
pos'd ; The Underſtavding ſetled in the Light of Faith: 
the W:l inflam'd with the Love of God; the Imagination 
undifturb'd, and Secure Hopes of once enjoying God, fill. 
ing the Souls with a happy Reſignation and Comfort, In 
this manner is that Place eſteem'd a State of Comfort and 
Joy as well by our Divizes now, as by the Ancient Fathers, 
And yet on the other ſide, thoſe Souls being under a Re. 
ſtraint and Baniſhment from the Sight of God, and at the 
{ame time having by Faith a clear apprehenſion of God's 
PerfeQions, and by Charity a moſt intenſe Love of his 
Goodneſs , and conſequently a Longing Deſire of ſeeing | 
and enjoying him, they from hence ſuffer a moſt afiQing 
Anguiſh, whilſt they ſee themſelves detain'd from his 
Preſence, and there miſerably tormented for the Negledts 
of their paſs'd Life. Under theſe different Conſiderati- 
ons may this Place be a State of Comfort and Joy, and yet 
of Afiiction and Pains too. So that all that the Anſwerer 
produces out of the Fathers ſuppoſing thoſe Souls for 
which they Pray'd, to be in a Stateof Reſt and Comfort, 
do's not at all overthrow the DoEtrin of this Third State, 
but rather eſtabliſh and confirm it, 1t being nothing but 
what the Church of Rowe now do's ; and oipectatty whilſt 
with her in all thoſe Prayers, the Fathers likewiſe ſuppoſe | 
thoſe ſame Souls tobe in Affliction and Anguiſh, and capa- 
ble of being reliev*d by their Prayers. And this is all that 
is requir?d in our Profeſſion of Faith, in which *cis faid, 
T hold that there is a Purgatory, and that the Souls there de- 
gain d, are reliev'd by the Suffrages of the Faithful. 


And 
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And what more evident than this in the Fathers, whilſt 
in recommending the Souls departed, they pray that they 
may be receiv'd into the State of Bliſs ; They pray for a Re- 
freſhment for th:w ; that they may find Relief”; to find Mercy 
forthem 3, tO bring Relief rothem ; torender God Propitions 
ro them; that they may be treated with Greater Mercy, than 
their Sizs deſerve; to obtain Mercy for them, in order to 
a Full Diſcharge ; to obtain Pardon for all their S/ns of 


Frailty ; for the Remiſſion of their $75 contrafted after 


Baptiſm ? Which areall the Expreſſions of the Fathers cited 
upon this Subje& in Nab:s Teftium, Ts not this plainly to 
own, that theſe Souls, for which they offer'd their Pray- 
ers, were ina State capable of being Re/ze2*d ; whilſt they 
ſo expreſly petition for Relzef, for Mercy, for Refreſhment 
for them? And do's not this again ſuppoſe ſome Third 
State ? For it being Needleſs to Pray ths, for thoſe that are 
in Heaven ; there being no Wazt there at all, no want of 
Relief, of Refreſhment, of Pardon ; there being no Gail: 
there of Sins, and conſequently no Place of Pardoz for 
them. And it being again as fruz/eſs to pray for thoſe in 
Hell, that State being wholly Irreverſible ; there muſt of 
neceſſity be ſuppos'd ſome Third State, in which the Souls 
are capable of Relzef, of Refreſhment, of Pardonx. And this 
St. Chryſoftors delivers very clearly, Hom.32. ia Mat, where 
extorting Parents to Pray for their Children deceas'd, he 
makes this DiftinAtion : If you think He (your Son) 1iv'd 
wholly iy the Divine Grace, afford him ſomething of yours, for 
the Increaſe of his Glory. Here he ſuppoſes ſuch an one to 
be 1a Heaven, and that 4lms oy Prayers ofter*d for him, 
may contribute, he do's not ſay here to his Relzef or Par- 
an; but for Increaſe of Glory ; But then, If you think he 
aied not exempt from the Guilt of Sin, give him what belong*d 
to him, ſo to diſcharge him from that Guilt. Here he ſuppoles: 
him to be in a Szaze confiltent with Gyr, and likewiſe ad- 
mitting, 


(30) 
mitting of a Diſcharge : This cannot be Heaven, where 
there can be no Galt; nor Hel, from whence there can 
be no Diſcharge : therefore ſome other State conliſtent both 
with Gu#/t and Diſcharge, Which wecall a Third $2ate, or 
Purgatory. p 

And this Third State St. Auguſtin delivers very expreſly 
ia Enchir, c. 109, where he thus delivers Iis Judgment; 
"Tis not to be deny 'd, but that the Souls departed ave reliev'd by 
the Devotion of their livins Friends, when the Sacrifice of our 
Mediator is Offer*d, or Atms are given for them in the Church, 
And th:{e are a Relief to ſuch Souls, which in their Life-time 
did deſerve to have this Help after Death : For there u a cer- 
tain manner of Life neither ſo Good, as not to ſtand inneedof 
theſe Helps after Death; either ſo Wicked, as tobe out of 4 
Condition of being thus Reliew'd after Death. And in the 
next Chapter he thus purſues this Subject : For there are 
ſome, ſays he, ſo Good, as not to ſtand in need of theſe things; 
and there are again others ſo Wicked, that after Death they are 
not capable of receiving belp from them. 

Are not here T hree States of Souls aflerted by St. Auguſtin 
after this Life ? Oze of Souls ſo Good, as not to ftand in need 
of Relief from the Prayers and Almsof the Living : Azo- 
ther of Souls ſo Wicked as to be wholly 7zcapable of being 
Relievd by ſuch Means : And a Third of fach Souls, which 
are neither ſo Good, as not to want Relief5, nor ſo Wicked,as to 
be 7izcapable of ſuch Relief : What can be more clear and 
expreſs than this ? And yet the 4zſmerer with his wonted 
Confidence, boaſts of the Fathers {aying nothing in behalf 
of our Dotrin, which aſlerts a Third State of Souls, capable 
of being Reliewd by the Prayers of the Faithful Living. 

And here again may the Reader obſerve another Shift 
of the A»/werer ; for when he perceives the Fathers tobe {0 
Plain and Full in their Prayers for the Souls departed, and 
that for their Re/zef and Refreſbment too ; He firives ” 
ralle 
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raiſe a Miſt before the Readers Eyes, pretending (p. 62.) 

That the Prayers put up by the Ancients were for the Beſt of 
Men, for the Martyrs themſelves, for thoſe whom they belica/'d 
to be with the Lord in his Heavenly Kingdom ; and ſo were 

nothing but Teſt ifications of their Love to them, hoping by ſuch 

Prayers and Alms toprocure for them an Increaſe of Glory, Thus 
* he labors to deceive: As if all the Prayers of the Ancients 
for the Souls departed, were only for their Increaſe of Glory ;; 
whenas tis here {o evident from St. 4ngufiz, that they 
pray'd for ſuch Souls as were in want of Relief ; which is 
very different from Petittoning for Ixcreaſe of Glory, with 
a!l Men ofReaſon, who know that 'tis not a Szate of Glory, 
where there's Þ ant of Relief. But this holy Father has ta- 

ken farther care to defeat all ſuch ſiniſter Interpretations 
as this of the 4zſwerer, eſpecially (6. c. 116.) where he di- 
ſtinguithes Three Sorts of Prayers for the Souls departed : 
When the Sacrifice of the Altar, ſays he, or Alms are offer d 
for all the Faithful departed : For ſuch Souls as are VERY 
GOOD, they area THANKSGIVING. OFFER- 
ING; For ſuch as are not VERY BAD, they are 4 
PROPITIATION : For ſuch are VERY WICK- 
ED,. altho' they are xo RELIEF ro them, yet they are 
ſome kind of Conſolation to the Living, In which words 
is Clearly diſcover'd this Fraud of the Az/werer, whillt this 
Holy Father diſtinguiſhes fo plainly the diflerent EfteQs 
theſe Prayers have for ſuch as are in Glory, and for others 
who ſtand in xeed of Mercy. For the former, they being in 
Thankſgiving ; and for the later, by way of Atonement. 
And this again the ſame'S. Auguſtin delivers, Tratt. 84, in 
Joan. Where Diſcourſing of the Martyrs, We do not, ſays 
he, wake mention of them at the Altar, ſo as to offer up 
Prayers for them, as we dv for others, who reſt in Peace ; but 


rather that they would Pray for us, that we may follow their 


Example, This fame DiſtinQion-is-in St. Chryſofom in ho 
place 
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place above-mention'd : 1 you think, ſays he, your Son 
died wholly in the Divine Grace, afford him ſomething of yours, 
for the Increaſe of his Glory : If you think he died not exempt 
from the Guil: of Sin, give what belong'd to him, ſo to diſcharge 
him of tht GUILT. This Teſtimony I repeat here a. 
gain, to let the Reader ſee the inſincere and fraudulent 
Dealing of the A-ſwerer, who refletting upon this Teſti: 
mony of St. Chryſoftom, lays (p.58.) that it do's not reach 
our purpoſe, finceit ONLY adviſes the Oblation of Alms 
for the Increa'e of Happineſs to his Son's Soul, Where the 
Reader, for a trial of Skill, may ask of the Anſwerer with 
an Eye upon his Forehead, to ſee if he blufhes, What 
means this ONLY ? Do's St. Chry/oftom then"dnly advile 
him to offer for the Increafe of Happineſs to his Son's Soul? 
What means then his bidding him pray for the Diſcharge 
of his Gailt, if ke died not wholly exempt from Sin ? ls 
this oxly for the Increaſe of Glory ? Is the Diſcharge of Guilt, 
and Increaſe of Glory all one * But T leave the Azſwerer 
here with his Ozly, and in the mean time Pl conſider 
upon another Aſſertion of his, where heſeems to ſay, that 
in the Fathers there 1s not a word of Paizs and Torments 
to be undergone in this Third Szate, 
And inthis Point I tind him again expreſly contrary to 
St. Auguſtin, who (De Civitat. Dez, lib. 21. cap. 24.) ſpeak: 
ing of ſuch as depart this Liſe under the Guilt of lighter 
Sins ; It « certatn, ſays he, that ſuch being purg'd by T E M- 
PORAL Pains, which their Souls ſuffer befere the' Day of 
Tudament, ſhall not be condemn'd to eternal Torments, whes 
they receive their Boaies, \ Ardagain (cap, 13.) Some ſuffer 
TEMPORAL Pauniſhmeatin this Life enly, others after 
their Death ; others both in this Life and in the next too, but 
fl ill before that laſt and terrible Jwagment, In which words 
is politively aſſerted a State of Souls in the next Liſe'ſutfer- 
128 a Temporal i naihment before the Day of Judgment. 
Which 
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Which being not Feaven, where there can be no Paniſh- 
ment at all ; Nor Hef, where the  Paniſhment is Eternal ; 
It i« of neceſſity ſome other T hixd Stare. And fince we 
have now found in the Fathers, a Praftice of Praying for 
* Souls d-parted, and thit not only for the Increaſe of Glory, 
but for the Pardon of their Sins, for the Diſcharge of Guilt, 
for their Relief and Refreſhment,  an@that they may be re« 
cerv'd into Bliſs ; what need we more for the proving this 
Third State of Souls, or Purgatory, which we now hold, to 
have been taught by the Fathers? And this however the 
Anſwerer denies : Yet Peter Martyr, who*tis likely knew 
as-much of them as he, is of another mind, (Loc. Com. Cl.3. 
c. 9. $. 52.) where he owns, that the Greateſt part of the 
Fathers were inclin*d to the allowing a Purgatory, And as 
for the Greeks, tho' the Anſwerer ſays, they diſown the 
belief of any ſuch Place ; yet if we hearken to Gabriel. 
Philadelp. a Member of the Greek Church, we may per- 
ceive, that the Difference between the Eaſternand Weſtern 
Church is chiefly about a Neme, whilſt the Latins divi- 
ding the State of Souls in rhe next Life into Three, viz, 
Heaven, Hei, and Purgatory ; the Greeks allow but of the 
Two Firſt ; but then 1n Hell they acknowledge many Maxſi- 
ons, and different ſorts of Tormeats, ſome Eternal and others 
Temporal, an{werable to the Guilt of the Souls. And ſuck 
_ - as undergo only Temporal Pains, they own capable of Re- 

lief and Mercy, and that one day they ſhall have a Full 
Diſcharge. Which is little different from the DoQtrin of 
the Weſtern Church, bating only, Names. We need not 
therefore inſiſt longer on this Point, which 1s ſo clearly 
' prov'd, but look forward towards the next, which is con- 
cerning the Sacrament of the Euchariſt. 

And in this I profeſs I.am quite at a loſs, eſpecially as 
to what he aſſerts for the DotZrin of his Church, which'is ſo 
beyond all S»/e and Reaſon, that whoſoever renounces 

| E Tranſubs 
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Tranſubſtantiation for its Dificulty, and ſubſcribes to this 
as he has dcliver'd ut, muſt mock his own Judgment, and 
make Contred:ttons to be a Myſtery of an Eafie Belief. Firſt 
then he ſays, (p. 65.) that Chrift's Body & REALLY 
prejent in the Euchariſt, Then in the very next Page he 
fys, ?tis the Body or Fleſh of Chriſ® FIGUR ATIVELY 
ONLY. And within four Lines again hegrants, that 
Is « the Fleſpagd Blood of Chriſt ablolutely, without any 
additign of Really or Figuratively, In the next Page *rs 
not Chriſt's TRUE Nataral Body, but bis FIGUR A. 
TIVE, os SYMBOLICAL Boaz. And again in 
the next Page, he ſays, In the Euchariſt wedo REALLY 
receive the Body and Bloodof Chriſt, Andthenagain (p.72.) 
Tis hs SACRAMENTAL or FIGURATIVE 
Body, Thus he plays backward and forward ia declari 
the DoQrin of his Church : And becauſe ſome have ure 
it againſt his Church, that if the Sacrament be only a Fi 
gare of Chriſt's Body, to be receiv'd in Remembrance of Him 
and his Paſſion, that then there is xo Myſtery 1n it at all, 
he's reſoly?d to elude the Difficulty, and be ſure to make 
a Myftery of it ; and therefore with him the Sacrament is 
REALLY Cris Body,and yet *tis FIGURATIVE: 
LY only his Body, ChriſPs Body is there REALLY 
preſent, and yer *tis oy his SYMBOLICAL Bog: 
which is a Myſtery next to that of Chrif's Body being Realy 
and »et Really preſent in the Sacrament. And whos there 
canconceive what this is ? If Chriſt's Body be Really there, 
we mult believe it tobe Kea/ythere: And if it be Figars- 
roy ONLY, we muſt believe tt to be. Figurativ 
ONLY; and that's the lame as wot Realy; and what's 
this but Really and wot Realh ? | 
"Tis evident to all Senſe and Reafon, that what is ox a 
Symbol or Figure of Chrift, is not Really Chriſd, And there- 
fore when we find by Scripture, that s Vine, 4 Door, « Low 
| 4 | Þ- 
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a Shepherd, are Figures only or Symbols of Chriſt, weeds not, 
tor cannot apprehend, that a Vize, a Door, 'a Lamb, are 
Reahy Chrift ; or that Chrift is Really preſent in ſuch Sym- 
. bots, but Fignrativeh only : that is, that Thoſe Things are 
Figures of Chriſt, but not Really Chriſt, How then can we 
pollibly conceive, that if the Sacramentat Bread be only Fi 
guratively his Body, that yet Chriſt is there Really preſent : 
or that his Fleſh and Blood is RE ALLY in that which is 
only x Figure of then ? *Tis eaſily to be underftood, what 
fome fay, that the Bread of the Szcrament is only a Sign of 
Figare of Chriffs Body: or that it Signifies his Body. As 
kkewiſe what thersfay' T hat Chriſs Body 1s Really there 
preſent with the Bread , by Confubtantiation. IT Eh un- 
derftand too, what mearts, that the.Sabſtance of the Bread 
is Cheng*d into his Body : But this Charch-of- England My- 
ery, that Chriff's Body is Figuratively ONLY there pre- 
ſent, and yet Realty too; is a thing I cannot-pofhibly ap. 
prehend. So rhat, as far as I perceive, whilft the Church 
of Englend renounces the Belief of Tranſnbſtantiation, for 
its pretended Difficulties, for its being a Monſtrous, a Con- 
fradicFions Dottrin ; She has declar'd for a Myſtery, if this 
be Hers, of far greater Difficulty, and Conſiſtent neither 
with good Sexe n6r Reaſon, at leaft, as this Author has 
deliver'd it : who, *cis likely, being unwilling to be. Con-« 
— fated, was refolv'd' not be underftood. This as to His 

Doarin. | Fob Das 
But now when he comes to Ours, althis Concetitis, that 
the Fathers ſhould not appear to deliver that very DoQrin 


is this Myfery, which ws at this day profeſs and main- 


tain, And becaufe They ſpeak too plainly, to be under- 
ftood in 4ny other Senfe, beſides that of O#r Church, he 
dares riot refer the Reader to the peruſil of their Teftimo- 
nies, and truſt Hint alone with the underſtanding them : 
ao, this would likely put ar end tothe Debate.: He "R_ 
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fore takes his Reader by the Hand, and leads him through, 


a great part of them ; and then holding out his Mercurzal 
Finger to every one as they come 1n their turn;he tells him, 
This is to be underſtood ſo, This means ſo, And this ſignifies 


ſo, &c. St. Iznatins {ays,: That the Sacrament i the Fleſh © 


and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. The Interpreter then puts in, 
This muſt be Figuratively only. The Council of Nice aſſerts, 
That «pon the Holy T able # plac'd the Lambof God, which takes 
away the Sins of the World, unblooatly Sacrific'd there by 
the Prieſts; And that the Faithful T ruty receive his Precious 
Body and Blood. And then the Interprezer : All this is by 
Faith only': *tis not meant Chrift's [rue Natural Body, but 
his Symbolical Body, St. Hilary affirms a Natural Exiſtence 
of Chriſt within us ; That there's no doubting of the Reality of 
his Fleſh and Blood in the Euchariſt ; That both by the Profeſ. 


fion of Chriſt himſelf, and by our Faith, *tis Tru'y Fleſh, and 


Truly Blood, .Is not this true ? It muy not indeed be true to 
thoſe, who gar' Chriſt tobe God, The Interpreter here js put 
to't forhis This means : And therefore confelles This Father 
to ſpeak different from the reſt, tho? it be nothing but what 
Chrift himſelf, as likewiſe the-Fathers, deliver*'d ; My Fleſb 


is Meat indeed, and 77y Blood,is Drink indeed. And thei he 


comes with, 1 think this denotes, that # the Euchariſt we 
d REALLY receive the Body and Bloodof Chriſt. The 


Father had Cenſur'd thoſe that did not believe ſo, for De- 


niers of Chriſt's Divinity. And therefore the Anſwerer 


, . » 


comes in with his 1 think; that ſo he may not paſs quite 


tor ancefrien. - ih hd ob 63 eee, 5 Py 

_ St. Cyril gext lnſtrutting his Catechumens, declarespo- 
ſitively, That ſince Chriſt himſelf affirms-of the Bread, This is 
»y Body, and likewiſe of the: Cup, T his is my. Blood : Who 
aares be ſo bold as to: doubt of it ? In Canaof Galilee he chang'd 
Water into Wine! | And dos he not deſerve to be credited, that 


. 


. 
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he chang'd Wine into his Blood ? Under the Form of Bread © 


& 


"TE 
; given to thee bis Body, and the Blood nnder the Form of 
Wine. Do not juag of the Thing by the Taſt, but rather take 
it for moſt certarn by Faith, withoat the leaſt doubting, that his 
Body and blood are gives thee, And now the Interpreter : 
This only means, that we muſt not look upon it after Con- 
ſcration, as Common Bread, but as Bleſſed Bread. And then 
tells-his Reader, that St. Cyril ſays as great. things of the 
Chriſm-Oy! for Confirmation. T wonder he did nor produce 
thoſe Sayings. Do's he ſay that That 0yl i chang'd into 
' the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and expound it by the Water 
that was chang'd into Wine at Cana? He affirms indeed, 
that the Chriſ--Oyl is the Gift of Chriſt, but not that it is 
the Body of Chriſt, : as he ſays of the Bread, St. Gregory 
Nyſſen Ges that That Body of Chriſt, which by God's ap- 
pintment ſufſer'd Death , i receivd within our Body , and 
changes the whole to its own Likeneſs, And that That Im- 
mortal Body: being within him that receives it, converts the 
Whole into its own Nature, And then conſiders; how *tis 
ofible; that one Body, which is always diſtributed' to ſo many 
thouſand Chriſtiang, ſhould ſtill remain Whole in it ſelf.. This 
the Interpreter dMvers as direfty contrary to our purpoſe: 
Fot tho? this. Holy Father. makes the. Reception of the Body 
and Blood: of Chriſt into our Stomach, : neceſſary tor the-Cu- 
ring our Bodies, and making them Immortal : Yet lays the 
Anſwerer, (p. 69.) This Nouriſhing of our Bodies. in a ftrict 
and:proper Senſe, cannot without Blaſphemy be attributed to the 
Natural: Body and Blood of Chriſt. But by the Anſwerers. 
leave, what need of Nouriſhing here in a Stric# and Proper 
_ Senſe? All the Nowriſbing that 1s here ſpoke of, is only tor 
the-making our Bodies Immortal ; and tothis I hope there's 
no. neceſſity. of its Nouriſhing in a Strict and Froper, but in 
a larger Senſe, inaſmuch as they receive from the Body of 
Chriſt, a Vertue in order to a © /or i045 ReſurretFion and Im- 
mortality in-the next Life, And ſuch a Nonriſoment as this 
Mid; | may 


= 


(33) 
'may be attributed, 1 hope, to that Comſecrated Food, with, 
out.any Blaſphemy at all. Wn; OY | 
The ſame St. Gregory in another Teſtimony thus &. 
clares his. Faith of this Myſtery : I do -xow rightly Beliewe, 
that the Bread Sandifi'd by the Word of Goa, is chang'd int 
the Body of God the Word, Not fo, that by being eaten, it be. 
comes the Body of the Word ; but becauſe it s ſuddenly chang 
by the Word into bis Body, And this # effeited by the Vertue of 
Benediftion, by which the Nature of thoſe things which appeyr, 
i tranſelemented into it. Here the Interpreter is at a ing : 
and tho? there be no leſs than thrice mention of the Bread 
being Chang'd, Converted, Tranſelemented into the Bodyof 
Chyift, yet he ſays not one word to it ; but only that the 
Teſtimony # made up of Scraps, and ſo he will not trouble 
himſelf with it, but defires that the Anſwer rothe Former 
may ſerve for this too; tho? in reality it ſuits to neither, 
unleſs it be in his way of Anſwering, which is ſaying ne 
A'Third Teſtimony there tis of this Father, wherein 
he affirms, That the Bread in the beginning is only Commun 
Bread ; but when it is Santtifi a, it is call*d, Bd made the Body 
of Chriſt. Here the Interpreter ſtrikes in again with hs 
Ht. means : It means no change of Sabſfaxce ; but only of 
Vſe, - Quality , and Virtue. As if to have a Virtue from 
Chriſt, were the ſamething as to be made the Body of Chrif, - 
tobe on or _ into!t. The Wazer of Baptiſm 
has a Firtueof Chriſt, fo the Oy! of Confirmation ; as the 
LDAnſwerer notes from this Father ; yet no-whiere do's this 
. Holy Father ſay of that Water or Oyt, as he do's of the Break, 
that they are Made the Body of Chriſt, or Ghang'd into i. 
$o that tho* no Man of Senſe will think fo of the Baptifmal 
Water and 094, yet of the Sacramental Bread every true 
Believer muſt; fince Crit and the Holy Farhers do To di- 
reQly affirm-it of the Bread, but not of the arty and Of 
which, 
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which, tho? they are -faid to be the Gife of Chrift, yet not 
to be Maude Nog bon Þ into the Body ieas Py 

'St. Optates Milevitanms calls the Altar,the Seat of ChriſPs 
Body and Blood ;, and the Chalices, the Bearers of Chriſt's 
Blood. St, Ganudentins declares n That Goa, who produces 
Bread out of the Earth, do's again of Bread make his own Body ; 
and be who mate Wine of W ater, makes of Wine his own Blood. 
But this is nothing with the Anſwerer, and he gives a-great- 
Reaſon for it ; becauſe Gandertirs, in the words follow- 
ing, Calls it Coxſeerated Bread ; and therefore ſays the An- 
ſwerer, *7 is Bread ffi, He might as well fay that Map is 
w Min, but Daft fi#; becauſe he's faid to be Daft in- 
__— . Daſt thou art. Which is no Conſequence at: 


| - 


Thenext Teſtimonies are of St. Chryſoſtoms, who ſpeak- 
ng of the Enchzrift, ſays, Let us in all things believe God, 
ind not contradidt him, altho* what he ſays, ſcems contrary to 
or Apprehenſion and Eyes : Fahis Words cannot deceive, but 
our Sewſe may be eafily miſtaken. T hoſe never err, but our Senſe 


» © ww — OT oY: tt, a0 = oy TS 4. WWW, © 


j 

| iweryoftcn decern'd. He that wronght thoſe things at the Lalt 
tp the Author of what i Se im W ” hold but nf | 
« | Placeof Minifters ; but he that SanTifies and Changes then, 
(i # Chriſt himſelf. That which is in theChalice, i the ſame that- 
1 | ford from his Side, and we are partakers of it. This Body was. 
= Pere'd with Nails, Bec. This Body he bath given us both to 
5 poſſeſs and eat. This Body tying ina Manger, the Wife. Mew - 
» = Ador'd, This Table 151 place of the Manger ; for on this tao. 
« = **3he Body of our Lord, Thos this Holy Fathet in plain: 
{ || *2d expreſs terms, aſſerts the DoQtrin of the Catholic 
; | Charch concerning the Excharift. And now what ſays 
1 I or Drrerprever the Anſwerer tothem ? Heeenthrows them: 
« Bf byfor very vainor very much forced : and treating the Fa- 
= *% very famihiarly, he thinks that St. Chryſoftom did not- 
; || Nelievetbimielf, efpecially in literal Senſe : "and brearſſe 


. da# 
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he finds ſeveral Rhetorical Expreſſions 1n theſe Homilies of 


this Father, therefore he caſts all by, tho? never ſo plain, as 


the warmth of hit fruitful Fancy, heights of Eloquence, and 


extravagant Expreſſions, aprer t0 excite a horror of the: thing. 
than the love of Chriſt in our Hearts, An admirable Precs 
dent for Atheiſts, to put them upon contemning, not onl 
the Holy Fathers, but the Scriptures too, becaule in them 
there are ſeveral Hyperboles and Rhetorical Expreſſions! But 
I think, for defeating this Pretence of the 4»/merer, tis 
ſufficient, that St. Chry/ſoſfom lays no more here, than the 
reſt of the Holy Fathers upon this Subject, and that here 
_peats the ſame DoQrin in his other Books, wherein he js 
not ſuppos'd to have indulg'd to the warmth of Eloquence; 
(as Lib. de Sacerd.) O Miracle ! He that ſits above with his 
Father, at the very ſame inſtant of Time is here in the Hand; 
o all, He gives himſelf to thoſe, who are willing to receine 
im. But all this prevails nothing with the Pa da ons 
Sentence in his Epiſtle to Cafgrizs is ſufficient with himto 
baffle all theſe larger and {9*often repeated Teſtimonies, 
And this is all the Remedy he has left ; for if audervaluing 
the Father, when he appears againſt -him, will not ſerve 
turn,; then a doubtful and obſcure Paſſage, brought by way 
of Similitude, muſt evacuate all the other plazz and poſitive 
Teſtimonies of the ſame Father. 


St. Ambroſes put off in the like nature : for tho? heat 
firms the Sacrament to be the Fleſh of Chriſt, and Blood, and 
the Body of the Giver ; and by conſequence more noble than 
the Manna, which was only a Shadow or Figure of this Truth, 
'The Anſwerer pretends (p. 71.) that there's ozly a Compt 
riſon betwixt our Sacrament and the Jews Manna, and that 
St. Ambroſe prefers the Firſt, Here's another Ozly very t&- 
markable, an ordinary Eye will ſee more in this Teſtimo- 
ny, than the bare Compar:ſoz, either plainly aſſerted or lups 
pos'd, enough to ſet this 0»ly with the Former , above 
mention'd, F Another 
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(41) 
- Another Teſtiniony there is of this Farhey, - wherein he 
proves the'Eachariſt to'be the Body of Chriſt. That it is 
not what Nature fra? d, but what Benedictios has Conſecr ated, 
which i of ſuch Efficacy, as to change Nature it ſelf. And ha- 
ving produc'd numerous Examples of many Real won 
wrought by holy Men, as of the Rod into a Serpent, the Rz- 
vrs into Blood., he thus concludes 3 Now if Bleſſings given 
by Men were of ſo great Efficacy, a: to change the Nature of 
things, what ſhall we [ay of the Divine Conſecration, where the 
Words of Chriſt are Operative? For this Sacrament, which 
thou receiveſt, is made by the Words of Chriſt. And if the 
Words of Elias were ſo powerful, as to draw Fire from Heaven, 
ſhall not the Words of Chrift be powerful enough to change the 
Nature of things ? T hou haſt reag of the Creation of the World, 
that God ſpoke, and the things were made ; He commanded, and 
they recerv*d a Being. If therefore Chriſt by his Word was Able 
to make Something of Nothing , ſhall he not be thought Able to 
change One thing #nto another ? For tis no leſs aWo' kto give 
4 Nature ani Being to things, than to change them from One 
Natureto Another, Here's mention ſo often of a Converſion 
or Change, and this not of any YVirtze or Quality, but the 
very Nature it ſelf, that *tis almoſt impoſſible to clude the 
force of the Teſtimony, whilſt the Holy Father from the 


| Power of Creation, proves in God the Power of Converſion ; 


ſince He that givesa Being or Nature to things, can with 
leſs' difficulty change things from one Nature to another. 
And yet the Anſwerer, contrary to the apparent Deſign of 
the Father, will have this Change here ſpoken of, to import 


no more'than of the Qxuliryor Uſe of things .” And he gives 


his Word for't,with the { rproxg Authority of the Father ; 
but without 'any word of the Father in it to this pur- 


poſe, but ly by the help of his Comment upon the Text. 
And the Caſe | 


| ſe ts plain from the A»ſwerer's own Arguient 
above, (p. 70.) There he'll have the Change in the Sacta- 
A | F mental 
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mental Bread to be only in its Q#a/ity or V/e, becauſe'tis 
brought as an Inſtance of the Change of the Bapt:{mal ig 
ter, which is only in Qality or V:rrue, And ought not the 
Change in the Euchariſt upon the ſame Argument, be thee 
judg'd to be even in the very Nature and Beixg of the 
Thing ; ſince St. Ambroſe, 1n this PAR, to prove this 
Charge in the Euchariſt, inſtances in ſo many Real Comuerſs 
05, Where there is not only a bare Change in Uſe and;Qus. 
lity,but even of One Nature or Being into Another : Other, 
wiſe thoſe Inſtances would be very improper, and not all 
agreeable to the Delign of the Father. 

' Several other Teſtimonies there are of this and othey 
Fathers upon this SubjeQ, in which they aſſert, That the 
Euchariſt 1s the True Fliſh of Chriſt which we receiv?. Ambr, 
That He is upon the Altar, who Suffer'd for the Redemption of 
all, Id. That it # the Body of our Lord and Saviour, and his 
Blood, which. was. ſhed for the Remiſfion of Sins. Hier. ' Thak 
Chriſt Convers'd with as in Fleſh and gives ts that very Fleſh 
to eat. Aug. That with our Heart and Mouth we receive our 
Mediator ak, Jeſus. 1d. T hat the Holy Ghoſ® makes the 
Common Bread become the Proper Body of Him that was Incars 
zate. Ifid. ,Pel, That it is really his Proper Fleſh; who. for 
our ſakes became Man. Cyr. Alex. That what is propos'd upun 
the holy T ables, 1 the Proper Body of the Word begotten of the 
Father, 1d. That we receive within us both Corporally and 
Spiritually, Him who is truly the Son of God. 1d. He thatna 
Typically eaten in Egypt, here voluntarily Sacrifices himelf ; 
aud the Figure being eaten, He, 4s the Fulfiller of the Figure, 
ſhone forth the Truth ropolive himſelf the Food. of: Lots th 
That by the. Holy.Ghaſk the Bread and ine ave chang*d intoithe 
very, Body and B'ogd of Chriſt. Procl. C. That the Faithful 
ought to receive at the holy Table, not at all doubting of the truth 
of Chriſt”s Rody and Blood. Len .M.. That the Inviſible Prieft,. 


by a bidden Power, converts the Viſible Creatures into-the Subs: 


ſtance 
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ance of his own Body and Blood. Noy bet any one queſtion the 
wility of the Elements being Converted by the Command of 
Power, into the Nature of Chriſt”s Body. When the Creatares 
are plac'd npon the Holy Altars, to be Bleſ#'d with $1 
Words, ther Subſt ance is then Bread and Wine ; bat after the 
Words of Chriſt, '#i the Body and Blood of Chrift, And nhat 
wonder, that thoſe things which he Created by bis Word, be tan 
after Creation change into other things, and convert into ſome- 
thing better ? Aut, Ho. 5. That by an nnexpreſſible Power 
he converts the Bread and Wine into the Subſt ance of his own 
Boay. 1d. 
Theſe and many other ſuch Afertions of the Fathers are 
found in Nuves Teftixim upon this SubjeQ of the Excharif, 
which tho' they are ſo Plain and Expreſs, that nothing can 
be more ; yet the Anſwerer contents himſelf, etther with 
Gying nothing to them, becauſe he apprehends *rwould be 
Trowbleſom to himſelf, and Teaiozs to his Reader; or elſe 
puts them by with ſaying, They are to be underſtood in a 
Figurative Senſe. A Method very Proper for the ending all 
Controverſie : For whilft the Appeal is made to the Fathers, 
for the deciding Points Controverted, and every one thinks 
it Juſt, co Interpret them in the Senſe they pleaſe, there's 
no queſtion but every one will have the Fathers on their 
| fide, and there's no body but who will be in the Right. 
Let any one produce the cleareſt Teſtimonies of the Fa- 
thers, wherein they deliver their Sentiments never ſo Large 
and Plain ; 'Tis but for another to come and ſay, All 
thisis but a Rherorical Flight, the Warmth of their Fruitful 
Fanty : They are! nothing but fo many C portant ſone 
Towering and Extravagant Expreſſions, and are to be Ex- 
pounded in a Figurative Sewſe ; and this preſently turns the 
Sale, and the Fatheys are by this made to favor what be- 
fore they ſeem'd plainly to Contraavet. '- aptly s 
| But what -better- caa be expeQted towards the FAD, 
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wheneven the Scripeare it ſelf is thus handled ? Every one 
' Interprets the Sacred Text their own way, and ſoall arein 
the Right, whilſt they all Judge for themſelves : And by 
this means, the ſame Bible that ſerves for Lutheraniſm tg 
the Lutheran, ſerves for Calviniſm to the Calviniſt, for Soci. 
nianiſm to the Sorintian, for Arianiſmto the Arian, for Que. 
keriſm to the Quaker; And the ſame ſerves the Church.of. 
England man for his Faith as Eſtabliſh'd by Law ; whilſt they 
All reading the ſame, and Al! thruſting in their Figerative. 
ly, their Morally, their Rhetorically, their Properly, their 
think it means, &c, Where they judge fit: they make it 
ſpeak every one to their own mind, and render 1t as diffe. 
rent from it ſelf, as they do the Primitive Fathers. So that 
as to appeal to the Scripture, whillt every one Interprets 
it as he pleaſes, can end no Controveriie ; ſo to appeal to 
the 990% 2a for the Senſe of the Scripture, can have as little 
Ef, whilſt Theſe too, by this preſumptuous Humor of 
Interpreting, are made liable to the ſame differing Seng of 
every Reader. 
Twas this Method of Undervaluing the Judgment of 
the Church, and then every Man ſetting up his own in 
the ſtead, that has all along difturb'd the Peace of Chri- 
ſtendom : *Twas; upon this Ground - the Pretended Re: 
formation came into the World, when every Dzſgafted or - 
Conceited Divine took upon them what they would not al- 
low even to Whole Aſſemblies or General Councils of their 
Predeceflors; W hen they cry*d out to their Hearers, You 
muſt not Truſt to the. Judgment of Paſt Councils, nor Reh 
upon their Deciſions or Sentiments-: But. you may ſafely 
Rely upon Us. They Err'a, but W#&1 Guide 'You into all 
Truth : Andif you dare not Rely upon us, yet Truſt to 
your awn Private Judgment of Diſcretion ; This will lead 
you without Erring, through all thoſe' Paths, in which 
bole Aſſemblies of your Forefathers have Err*d; and gone 


altray 
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aſtray for many Generations. *Twas this Principle put 
every Private. Door upon ſetting up for Reformers, .and 
gave Authority to every Member of a Congregation tobe a 


Church to themſelves ; whilſt to Guide now became every 
Man's Province, who had but Confidence enough to con- 


temn the Holy Fathers, and pity the Ignorarce of all beſides 
themſelves. *Twas at this Time the only Cry was, he 
Seriptares, The Scriptures ; We muſt follow none but the Word 
of God ; And yet every Man of theſe beat. up for ſeveral 
Ways, as if the Scripteres had been as different as the Brains 
of the diſagreeing Interpreters. Luther, notwithſtanding: 
his opening the Gate to all this Diſorder, could not bur 
obſerve, and even expoſe this deſtruRive Impoſture ; and 
becauſe 1t may beas proper for the Interpreters of Fathers, 
as of Scripture, Pll here ſet down what he has remark'd 
upon this Point, but particularly relating to Zyuinglizs and 
Occolampadins, in.their Interpretation of theſe Words, 1hz 
# my Body in the Inſtitution of the Exchariſt, as. being con- 
trary to his DoQtrin of the Real Preſence. 


Come, (ſays he) Let us hear in what manner they take away our 
Senſe from the Words of Chriſt,and thruſt in their own : They ſay; 
that this word 7s imports the ſame as Ur ſgnifies, as Zuinglirns will 


| haveit.. And theſe words My Body, to. be:the ſame as the Sign of 


zy-Body, as Oecolampadins Interpretsit. The meaning therefore of 
Chriſt's Words, according to Zuingh, is this; Take, Eat, Thi ſig- 
nifies my Body : and according to Occolampadins's Text ; Take, Eat, 
Thu is a Sign of my Body. And they are as certain, that this is the 
Frue Meaning of the Words, and ſtand as firmly in ir, as. a Reed 
ſhaken with theWind, &c. And truly, they ſpeak very big and: 
gravely upon the Matter : But 'tis juſt the ſame as if 1 ſhoald fail 
into the Opinion of Ariſtorle and Plato, concerning the Eternity of the 
World, and deny, That God Created the Heaven and the Earth ;. 
and ſome one, to Confute me, ſhould: produce thoſe Words of Ge- 
ſis, Ch. 1. In the beginning God Created the Heaven and-thg Eaith + 
and'l, os the other hand, ro Reply ro my Adverfary, fhonidtius ex-- 
pound. 


+ 
x 
| 
b, 
1 
[\ 
$ 

. \ 
i, : 
-Y 
: 


(46 ) 

pound thoſe Words of o/es; God, thats, the Cackowz Created, that 
Is, Devour'd;, the Heaven and the Earth, that is, a whole Titling, Bones 
and Feathers and all : So that the meaning of thoſe Words of Gereſir 
ſhould make to be thus; 1» the beginning the Cuckow devonr'd the 
Titling, Bones and Feathers and all, quite calting by tht other, 7n the 
beginning God Created the Heaven and the Earth. Would not this be 
an admirable piece of Skill, and well becoming the Stage ? 'Twould 
be much the ſame again, if I ſhould deny that God the Son was mady 
A1an, and that Text of S. Fohn, Ch. 1. The Word was made Fleſh, | 
ſhould expound thus, The Word ſignifies a Crooked Stick, and Fleſh 
ſignifies a Kite; and the whole meaning 1s thus, A Crooked Stick 
was made a Kite, And if my Conſcience ſhould upon this prove un- 
eaſie, and cry out, Mr. artin, you put a Force npon the Text, and 
expound it very awkwardly, Bur, &c. And I ſhould keep in that 
B U T-till my Cheeks were colour'd with Shame, and yet ſhould 
ſay, Ah falſe Traitor, away with that B U 1, and be ſilent, leſt 
your wicked Conſcience be diſcover'd. And after this triumphing 
with my Hands and Mouth, 1 ſhould boaſtingly cry out, Alaſs, the 
Chriſtians have not ſo much as one Text in Scripture, toprove, that 
the Word of God was made Fleſh.- But then ſhonld pretendedly ſab- 
mit my ſelfto be Inſtrued, how this conld be prov'd from Ser} 
pture, which I had before fo croſly exponnded. If this were Juſt 
and Lawful for me todo, O God, how much Trouble and Confuſion 
could 1 give both to Fews and Chriftians, from the Old and New 
Teſtament ! Lib. Defenſ. Verb. can. _ | 


In this manner do's Luther expoſe this Extravapant 
Method of his Fellow Reformers, and their diſturbing the 
Peace of Chriſtendom with their Ford Interpret ations, 
And however it may agree with Zpinzlius and Occolam- 
pading, yet Iam confident it ſuits as well with our preſent 
Adverſaries, who know as well to bring the Scriptures 
and Fathers to their purpoſe, by their It means, ani It fignt- 
fies, as any of their Reforming Predeceſlors ; and upon oc- 
caſion can tell how to make a Cxckow, a Titling or Crooked 
Stick of any thing in good Earneft, as ever Lather did in 
Jeſt. Thus an ordinary Reader may obſerye.in the peri 
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of this, and other ſuch Mpſwers, which at this time appear 
abroad againſt Nabes Tefium, &c, in which, rho” a oreat 
part of the Teſtimonies produc'd, are fuch, as even are 
acknowledg'd to favor Popery by Luther , the Centuria- 
tors, Cartwright, ys, Falk, Oftender, Whitaker, and 
the other great Lights of the Reformatio», who upon this 
very core condemn or reprove the Fathers, whoſe Teſti- 
monies they are : Yet now by this newly reviv?d way of 
Interpreting, our Modern DoQors, who know the true Uſe 
of It means, and It figanifies, make all that in the Fathers to: 
be Good Proteſt ancy, which their Predeceſſors, poor miſta- 
ken Souls, taok for Popery : But by what Ford and Rack'd. 
Interpretations, the Impartial Reader may by this time 
have diſcover'd, who has taken the pains to canfider upon: 
theſe ſhort RefletF:ons, in which T have run through all the. 
SeQions of the 4-ſmerer, excepting the laft, to wit, of Ima- 
ges; upon which Point having before publiſh'd a whole 
Diſcourſe in defence of this Part of Nubes Teſtinm, 1 defilt 
from any fargher Repetition here, and for Satisfa&tion thi- 
ther remit the-Reader. But I muſt not leave him withour 
a Poſtſcript, which is now ſa much in Faſhion. 


4 POSTSCRIPT. 


T* HE laſt Week was Publiſh'd a Second Defence againſt the Bj- 
ſhop of Condom, with a Poſtſcripr, pretended as an Arfwer to: 
the Third Part of the Papift Mipemeſeed, &c, wherein. the Repre-- 
ſenter is CharaCter'd for one, that ſcarce knows how to write:Seſe- 
It his <4-ſwers, and has as little Manners as Senſe . The: Repreſenter 
cannot but give the Pefender Thanks for his Complement : But fear- 
Ing, it he ſhould do it in his own Words, it might not have ſo Good* 

_ Senſe, nor ſo much Aanrers in it, as becomes the Defender, who is 
to be ſuppos'd to ſpeak nothing-but Truth 3 he deſires to know: 
what Authors he'll recommend to him to peruſe, ſo to prepare him. 
for A»ſwering for the future, and making his Addreſs of 'T _ 
tnat 
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that they may be ſure to-want neither Good Senſe nor: Good Manniriyy! 
Shall he im his e£:ſwers for the future, to. be ſure to have, Good,” 
Senſe in then), follow'the Method of the Defender, who to this Poſſe, * 
{cripe of his, pots the Title of 4 Full Anſwer to the Third Part, when*” 
it has not oze word in it of the Third Part, but only a Flirt at the Pre." 
face 8 And for Good Mamers, ſhall he inſtead of: Poſture-maſters,&6.*"? 
which the Defender reproves, put Merry-Andrews, a Term of Arti”! 
which he himſelf uſes in the ſame Poſt/cripr ? Qr ſhall he'go for bets! ? 
ter Manners to him, who makes a Parallel betwixt a e Myſtery of. 
Faith and a Black, Dog? Reply to the Anſw. of the Confer. Or toants' * 
other, who can tell how to Complement the. greateſt Prelate in the. ® 
World, with-the Title of As great a Diſſembler as ever liv/d? State; * 
of Ch, of R. at the Reform, Pref. Or to another, who ſpeaking of his"! 
Popiſh Adverſaries, thus concludes his Book : There «© 4 Generation® 
of Men in the World, Who adding a Profound Ignorance to a" Falſe" 
Zeal, fear uot to ſacrifice all the Conſiderations of Shame and Honeſtyy\* 
Truth and Reaſon, to,a preſent Intereſt, and the poor Advantage of 1 
a-ſhort-liv'd Impoſture, Specul. Eccleſ. Conſider d, Or, not to go fare3./ 
...ther, ſhall he follow his preſent Adyerſary, who comes ſo thick with,! 


© his Ridicalouſly, Little Brains, No Honeſty, Childsſh Stuff, &c. Vetere Te 
Vindic, If the Defender thinks there's more Senſe, and better Man<2 


ners in theſe, he would do well to inform the Repreſenter ; "tis likely®? 
he's ſo good natur'd, todo the beſt he can to pleaſe him in his next/35 
Tho” I am apt to believe,this would not paſs currant from a Papiſtto 
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a Proteſtant,either for very good Senſe or Manners. It do'sall well 
enough, I know, againſt the Papiſts; there's nothing like it, for one”! 
that has a mind to be Popular ; and eſpecially, when a Man deſires? 
to be ſoQualifi'd, as to gain the Peoples Yores for a little Preferment. 
But for my part, I think I had better keep as I am, than follow ſuch" 

Copies : 1 have perus'd them ſo long already, that | fear I am the? 
Worſe for't. If my Diale& bealter'd from what it was in the begins! 
ning, *tis by Converſing too much with my Adverſarics, who haves 
brought Controverſie into that Strain, that. whatſoever Improves 


ment a Reader may expect from them, I am ſure it muſt not bein 
Good Manners, * © - 1 
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